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Pierce,

Jni BEDECARRE AND
Tamaga STEINER
Claytan Pioneer

Against the backdsop of 2
chose and controversial natn-
al mce for the presidency,
Clayton. voters chose o stay
the course and re-elect three
ncumbents to the gty council.
Julie Pi vas the top vole-
getler Wil 3802 wvoles,
Manmng followed with 3,327
and  Waleotr  wirth 2,906,
Challessrer Jom Dz received
support from 2,478 vouers.

Pierce bosted an elecnon
party at her home following the
Tueesday  evemngs  couscl
meeting. Manmng, Walcutt and
Diaz attended the gathesing as
well as friends, family and cry
oificials.

Absentee  ballot  results
started coming n 3 minutes
after the polls closed and the
meumbents gathered around
the computer o check out the
resalts. At that time Pierce led
with 30.7 percent of the votes.

fith the three imcumbents

well on their way 1w successful-
by defending their council sears,
the mood at the pasty was cele-
Bratory and upbeat.

“Ir’s great 1o bave all of our
fends around,” sasd Pierce,
referring o the party atmos-
phere. “It was really a very civil
campaign.”

While Diaz campaigned 1o
bring more creativity and new
adeas to the ssue of dowstown
development, the meumbents
agreed that plns for more
the downtown area are
maoving abead.

Prerce smd she will fest
direct her antention to the ciry's
finances and then o the com-
mercial development of the
downtown asca.

Smee  the newly-elected
council members share a sime
bar vision for the cry’s funere,
residents will lkely see such
msues a3 traffic enforcement,
mereasing the sles tax base,
presesving  Clayton’s  small
wwn ambiance and landscape
MRATENANCE  Of  UPCOMIng
council agendag.

Manning and Walcutt defend

City COUNCIL INCUMBENTS, Manning, Walcutt and Pierce, watch as early results point toward victory.

council seats

Tamara Steiner/Clayton Fioneer

Visible valuables make easy
targets of opportunity

Jis BenECARRE
Clayton Pioneer

The holidays are just around
the eorner. Do vou know where
youur valuables are?

Poshice e Pete Petersen 1
on 4 magson to make sure tha
your valusbles dont wind up as
stalen goods. “Property erimes
are up 35 per cent and numbers
usually spike this time of yeas”
Petersen explams.

Muost of the thefts have been
vehicle burgliries and the viee
tms themselves, are their own
warst enemmy. [n 16 of the vehie
cle bury] Petersen explans,
wamers left their cars umloeked

ar they locked ther car but left
valuables like a purse, computes
ar wallet in plain view.

He meports tha vehicle bus-
gharies are oceurring on resdens

“Residents come home,
park their car, leave the
door unlocked and leave
ther vahmbles in plain
view. Thieves crusse the
streets and book for these
raegers of opportumnty

Chief of Folice
Clayton Police Dept.

tial streets throughout the ity
Residents come home, park
their ear, leave the door
wnlocked and lerve their valus
ables m aght. Thieves cruse the
streets and look for these “rac
gets of opportunitg” 10 the
ermanals see valuables on the
car sear, they will break @ wine
dow and steal the merchandise.
“It i rare when we get a repart
af & vehick burglary where the
emenier had bocked his or her caz,
rolled the windows up and
removed the items of value
From view” Petersen sai
Whibe Clayton has one of the
hraest crime rues m Cabifiornia,
the increase in peoperty crimes
15 of some eoncern. “Some of

our residents have a false sense
of security. They ke a nsgk
when they leave their ear doors
unlocked and keep valubles on

Petersen lists three ways resis
dents ean avoad being victans
this holidey season. Lock your
cars. [xmf- ]&Ln.p vahubles in

your vehicle
on a welkl
street. “1F
yonus plan 1 CHIEF PETERSON
be out of

town for the holidays, call the
pobee and request a vacation
house check” Petersen  alse
urges residents to be active and
call if they motice any wunussal
activity oc strange people in their
neighberhood.

Concord

man

arrested 1n bike
shop robbery

Tamaga STENER
Clayton Fioweer

Quick thmking by a store
employee and the hucky coinci-
dence of 2 cop pasang by foled
4 Concord man  midday
anermpt b steal o mew bike Tast
week.

On October 26 at around
230 pum, the 3year-old man
P ]u.nl hiz car ar the Shell

= pu
he liked and asked w ode ot
m:und the block. When son:

Quarry fire destroys building, vehicles

Jus BenecaRge
Clayton Piowcer
“It was the biggest fre
nobody  knew abour”  sad
Capain  Dave  George  of

Contra  Costa  County  Fire

Distriet Smton 11 on Center
Street i Clyton. George was
deseribing 3 recent fre that
gruted ar RMC Pacifc Materials
Quarry off Michell Canyon
Road on Oct. 14 at about 1:30
am

Seven fre unms from the
equmty fire distriet responded 1
the Ble that destroyed a 5,000
square foot hillside building and
theee vehicles parked mnside.

There was no wiler source
near the struetune so Erelyhters

courtesy
SEVEN UNITS RESPONDED fo quarry fire which threotened the dry, grassy hills.

of the RMC Guarry

had o brng water up to the
blaze. “We used 13,000 gallons
of water and every dmp was
shusttled up 1o the storage facilis
oy at the quarry,” sid George.

He descnbed the bre as a
very dangerous one with miter-
matent explosions from inside
the building

The srructure housed three
omeston quasey trucks, supphes
and maintenance equipment.

The exceptiomally hot fre
threatened the areas of dry
grass nearby, as well a5 some
aygren tamks. An adjacent trail-
er was also m danger.

There were no mjures and
the cause of the fire is yet tobe
determined. The fire was initial-
W reported by a ressdent of
Mount Erma Dreive and wok
approsimately four hours o
contain.

This was the first fire in the
gquarry’s  58evear  history.
Aceording to plant elerk Shelley
Dioppe, plans are i the works
o reebunld the Faciliny.

wee, John Kramer, asked
for the muank driver’ Boense for
security, he suid he dadnt have it
with him and gave Kramer §150
in cash mstead.

According 1o Clayten PD
Sergeant Rich Fnea, after his
test ride, the suspect parked the
bike at the front door of the
bike shop and asked to see
anather eme, While Kramer was
genmg the bike down from the

lay, the suspect grabbed his

S150 and the bike at the from
door and ran for hes car.
Kramer grave chase, catching
up to the man in the parking low
The suspect landed 3 punch on
Kramer and jumped in his cac
Krames got up, ran for the sus
pect’s car and reached inside
grabliing the keys as the suspeet

bt hirn agrain.
Just a3 the acton was
wunflding, officer,

v
Jasim Russ happened o be
driving by the Shell Station on
his way back From a morning in
eourt. He called for asssance
and nurmed his car around, arrive
myg at the Shell Stanon st m
ame o chase the suspect
amwmd the eorner, catching him
m front of Linguinis

The man was arrested and
charged with strongeasm robe
bery. He had an outstanding
warrant for grand theft and a
search of his ear turned up two
bags of methamphetamine,
which added drug charges
the robbery and probation vioe
Bativm charges.

No Prop.
grant for

Tamara STEINER
Clayion Prawneer

Direams for a downmrwn
park faded a bat last week when
Clayton Eiled 1o qualify for a
Propostion 40 sttewide grant
for $685,000 to fund the proj-
=

The Cabiforma Department
of Parks and Recreation
received 211 applicasons for

40 park
Clayton

projects totaling $419 mallion.
The $1300 milhon available o
the compettive grae program
went o bighted low income
wrhan areas with high youth
erime. “When you look ar the
reasons we were demied, | guess
e wouldn't want to trade them
for  SBRSO007  said  Ciry
Masaager Gary Napper.

See Park, page 5
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